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How to use a dictionary
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Two-language dictionaries
After the word in bold, you will find information about the word, like the pronunciation and what kind of word it is; the translation; example sentences (depending on the 
dictionary). 

Always look at all entries for a word so you know which one is the best in the context. 
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Single-language dictionaries
Single-language dictionaries usually have more entries than two-language dictionaries. 

An important part of single-language dictionaries are collocations – words that are normally combined with other words. The word advice, for example, is normally used with the verbs follow and give (follow an advice, give an advice). 

Along with formal and informal, the dictionaries also use terms like spoken, literary, impolite, offensive or humorous as ‘style labels’, to make the possible uses of a word very clear. You should not use offensive language in class tests, for example.

Idioms are phrases and expressions that don’t have the same meaning as the individual words. Only a few idioms are the same in English and German, so it’s important to check them in a dictionary. In dictionaries, you find idioms in the entry of the first

important word of the idiom (example: kick the bucket - “Ins Gras beißen”). 
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Online dictionaries
If you use a dictionary online, you can listen to the pronunciation of the word. You normally have to click on a speaker symbol.

There are lots of different online dictionaries you can use. You can also find lots of 

discussion forums and other information, where people talk about the translation of words or how to use them. 
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table noun /ˈteɪbl/


1. Tisch �2. Tabelle 





Examples:�They sat at the table.�a table with lots of entries








table noun /ˈteɪbl/ �1. a piece of furniture that has a flat top and usually four legs�	at a/the table We sat at the kitchen table. �2. a list of facts or numbers usually organised in rows and columns�	The table shows all the students in the class and their grades. �	�Idioms�- put your cards on the table (= to tell somebody the truth about something)
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