Get up. Stand up. Speak up. 



How to describe pictures

When you describe a picture, you should: 
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Start with the whole picture
Say what you can generally see in the picture. 


In the picture, I can see a sign. 
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Describe where everything is
Say who or what you can see – people, animals, items – and where they are. Use prepositions like in, inside, on, in front of, behind, next to, between, over, under, in the background, in the foreground… 

There is a yellow sign in front of some trees. The sign has a drawing of two bears on it. It says that you must not feed the bears. In the background there is a big hill with more trees on it. There is also a grey sky at the top.
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Describe what is happening and analyse the picture  
Describe what the people are doing. Use the present progressive. 


A man is walking down the street. 


Describe how the people are standing, their body language, and their facial
expressions.


The man in the blue shirt is leaning against the wall. He is smiling.

Describe what you think the atmosphere is like in the picture and why. 

The atmosphere seems happy/sad/awkward/joyful/uncomfortable/etc. to me 
because… 

Think about where the picture might have been taken and analyse the picture. How might the people be feeling? What can you learn from their clothes or body language? What situation might the people be in?


Perhaps the photo shows a street scene in a small town in Africa. The man might… 
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